
NURSERY INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES: 

The objective of the St. Luke Nursery Ministry is to provide secure, faith-based care for YOUR family 

of young children between the ages of 4 months and 4 years during Sunday Masses, weekly ministry 

events, and any other church events that require childcare. The importance and purpose of this ministry 

is to give YOU, the parents of young children, the support that you need to participate in your parish’s 

ministries and encourage you to continue to fulfill your vocation to have a fruitful marriage with the 

promise of our support.  We want to give YOU, as adult members of the universal Catholic Church and 

St. Luke’s Parish, the opportunity for spiritual growth as well as embolden you and your spouse with 

the confidence to nurture the faith lives of your domestic family, all while giving you the much-needed 

reassurance that YOUR children are in a safe, loving, faith-filled environment. 

Drop Off: 

- Sign in your child on the sign in sheet and deliver your child directly to a volunteer so that we are aware 

of whose child has entered and/or left the room.  

- Notify the volunteers if your child has any special needs, allergies or is in the process of potty training. 

- Drop off begins 30 minutes before the beginning of the Masses to allow parents time in the sanctuary to 

quiet themselves and spend time with the Lord before Mass.   

Pick Up: 

- Only a parent (or another adult family member) and is permitted to pick up the child.  PLEASE do NOT 

send your older child to pick up your little ones.  We will not release your child to an older sibling.   

- We do understand that sometimes Mass times vary during different liturgical seasons but unless 

specified, PICK UP TIME should be NO LATER THAN 20 minutes after the end of Mass. 

- Do not enter the nursery to take your child out.  We will bring him or her to you.  This precautionary 

practice is in place to avoid other children from darting in and out of the room.   

- Please sign your child out on the same sheet and line that you used to sign your child into the nursery. 

Health: 

- If your child has an allergy that requires an Epipen, please remember to put it in their diaper bag or 

backpack when dropping them off and let a volunteer know where it is exactly located in the bag so that 

they can access it quickly if need be. 

- If your child has diaper rash, please be sure there is a treatment cream in their bag and let the volunteer 

know to use it. 

- For the safety of the other children and volunteers, ESPECIALLY with Coronavirus still amongst us, 

we will not allow your child to be admitted into the nursery if he or she is: 

o running a fever at the time of drop off or within the past 24 hours 

o vomiting or experiencing diarrhea currently or within the past 24 hours 

o has a sore throat or cough currently or in the past 24 hours 

o has any unexplained rash that could be associated with ringworms, impetigo, chicken pox, 

measles, pink eye, or mumps 

- If your child develops a fever or contagious sickness during Mass, we will separate them from the other 

children and notify you so that you may come pickup your child. 

- For your family’s safety and the safety of our volunteers, all volunteers will be wearing LATEX FREE 

gloves when changing diapers and giving bottles to infants to avoid passing on any contagion as well as 

washing hands or using hand sanitizer at every opportunity.  We would rather be safe than sorry! 

- The nursery rooms will be thoroughly sanitized by the volunteers before and after use at EACH MASS. 

 



Safety: 

- We will take extensive measures to vet, train, and prepare all volunteers so that your child will be safe, 

and you will have peace of mind leaving your child in our care. 

- If your child is causing harm to others and cannot be controlled if these types of situations were to 

occur, then we will separate your child from the rest of the children and notify you so that you can come 

pick up your child. 

Food/Snacks: 

- Because the children will be in the nursery for such a short time, please do not bring any snacks or 

juices with your child. 

- Water and ready-made bottles are acceptable if a feeding aligns with their time in the nursery. 

- Please notify a volunteer if your child will need a feeding during Mass. 

Helpful Hints: 

- Crying is very normal!  It does not last long after you leave.  Reassure your child that you will be back 

soon. 

- Prepare your child/children before you come to church.  Talking to them about what is going to happen 

will help them to expect the change in scenery and they will be less likely to be surprised and upset 

when you need to leave.  Remind them that they will have fun playing with the other children. 

- Never be afraid to ask questions!  You can ask any of the volunteers or contact the Nursery Coordinator 

(contact information listed below). 

Miscellaneous: 

- We will only provide size 3-5 diapers and wipes, so if your child needs a different size, please bring 

them in a diaper bag or backpack. 

- Any personal items left by your child will be taken to the office. 

- All nursery volunteers will be attending a class to obtain their CPR and First Aid certifications as well 

as become EIM certified per diocesan regulations.  They will also attend a small seminar given by the 

Nursery Coordinator that covers the following topics: 

o Handling tantrums and settling fighting between children 

o Identifying and treating various injuries and sickness (including allergic reactions, seizures and 

choking) 

o How to handle emergency situations such as a fire or an active shooter 

o Babysitter-appropriate discipline 

o Volunteer expectations and behavior 

o Identifying and preventing abuse, SIDS, Shaken Baby Syndrome 

o Preparation and sanitization of the nursery rooms 

o Proper feeding and diapering at different age levels 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Nursery Coordinator if you have any questions, concerns, or comments! 

Margaret Carpenter, Nursery Coordinator – (254) 913-1790 or leave a message with the parish office at (254) 

773-1561 

 


